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by Janelle Danforth 

First Advent Season at Holy Trinity Episcopal 

Church 
To our Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 
family and other readers, this is a 
reminder that our first Advent Season as 
a renamed congregation is here. Usually 
the Advent Season begins a new 
liturgical church calendar. From 
December 2, 2012 the liturgical calendar 
of the church changes from Year B to 
Year C. Advent Season is a season of 
preparation, extending over four 
Sundays, before Christmas. Advent 
comes from the Latin advenio, "to come 
to," and refers to the coming of Christ. 
This refers, first of all, to our celebration 
of Christ's birth at Christmas; but 
second, to the coming of Christ in our 
lives through God’s grace; and finally, to 
His Second Coming at the end of time. 
The Advent Season puts the church in 
the spiritual mood of preparation for the 
coming of Jesus Christ into the world.  
 
The four Sundays before Christmas are 
symbolically evident by the Advent 
wreath with four candles.  The Advent 
wreath is a visual aid that helps to 
explain the events preceding Christmas. 
It is a circle with five candles – three 
purple, one pink, and a large white 
candle in the middle. The circle of the 
Advent wreath reminds us about God’s 
eternity, God’s endless mercy that has 
no beginning or end. The green color of 
the Advent wreath represents hope, 
newness, renewal, and eternal life. The 
light of the candles reminds us that 
Christ is the light of the world that 
shines in darkness and that Christ 
represents newness, life, and hope. The 
four candles remind us of the four 
weeks before the birth of Christ. 

The first candle (purple) is a candle of 
expectation and hope. We can have 
hope because God is faithful and will 
keep the promises made to us. Our hope 
comes from God. The second candle 
(purple) is a candle of preparation in 
readiness to welcome the change that is 
to come in the world; preparation in 
terms of opening our hearts and minds 
with hope, not despair, and with love, 
not hate, in readiness to receive Christ. 
The third candle (pink) is a candle of joy 
for the coming of a messiah as was 
promised. The fourth candle is a candle 
of the love of God for human kind. “For 
God so loved the world that he sent his 
only begotten son” (Jn 3:16). And the 
large white middle candle represents the 
birth of Christ. The color for Advent is 
blue or purple, preferably blue, meaning 
repentance, and distinguishes Advent 
from Lent, which is more penitential 
with the color purple. 
 
Advent Season, as symbolized by the 
Advent wreath, is therefore a time of 
hope, not despair; a time of expectation, 
preparation, and readiness, and a time 
of joy and love. From antiquity till now, 
the church has always lived out the 
meaning of Advent. I am therefore 
encouraging our Holy Trinity family and 
other readers to live out the meaning of 
Advent by living in hope, and not 
despair, despite the economic changes 
affecting our common life and the 
discernment and new church home 
process that is confusing and 
disheartening. 
 

Continued on page 6 

http://us.mc1614.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=holytrinityepiscopal@q.com
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DECEMBER 2012 

  

 2 First Sunday of Advent, Men & Boy’s Corporate Communion 
       5 “Embracing an Adult Faith,” Session 4: Community, 6 p.m. 
       8 Liturgical Committee meeting, 11 a.m. 
       9 Second Sunday of Advent, Lessons & Carols Service, 4 p.m. 
      12 “Embracing an Adult Faith,” Session 5: Practice, 6 p.m. 
      16 Third Sunday of Advent 
      22 Acolytes practice, 10 a.m 
      23 Fourth Sunday of Advent / Youth Sunday 
      24 Christmas Eve Service, 5 p.m. 
      25 Merry Christmas! 
      31 New Year’s Eve 

Deadline for January New Birth 
submissions: December 23, 2012 

Emergency Food Shelf 
Fridays, December 14 & 28, 2012 

 
The Pilgrim Baptist Church Food Shelf (732 W. Central, St. Paul) 
operates the 2nd & 4th Friday of each month. Next service dates: 
December 14 & 28, 2012, 4 - 5:30 p.m. 

In the event of bad weather, please call the church office at 
651-228-0930 for a pre-recorded message 

about any service cancellations. 

Isalene Simpson      DEC   7 
George Sue Williams DEC 7  
Lorean B.Wilson DEC 8  
Nalivea Benjamin DEC      10  
Stony Wilson DEC 12  
Teresa Randall DEC 14  
Demetrius Roberson DEC 15  
Stephen Haptonstahl DEC 17  
Shirley Raynes DEC  18  
Evelyn Lennon DEC 19  
Lou Walker-Thompson DEC 19 
Sylvia Allen DEC 26  
Karon Sanigular DEC 29  
Avery New DEC 30 
 

If your name and birthday is not listed 

please inform the church office. 

Advent at Holy Trinity… 
Second Sunday of Advent: 

Lessons & Carols Service with Trinity Episcopal – December 9 at 4:00 p.m. On Sunday, December 9, 

2012, Trinity Episcopal (Excelsior, MN) will be coming to Holy Trinity (Saint Paul) to share their Lessons & Carols liturgy 
with us. About 40 people from Trinity will be coming, including youth members. Their choir members will arrive here at 
2pm, and the service will start at 4pm, followed by a potluck dinner. Everyone is welcome! 

Christmas Gifts needed for 11-17 year-olds  
At the November vestry meeting, it was agreed that Holy Trinity ‘adopt’ 
Maxfield Elementary School as part of an outreach initiative.  It is our hope to 
begin a long-term supportive relationship. As part of this initiative, we will be 
collecting Christmas gifts to provide to students served by the Cultural 
Wellness Center at Maxfield.  Last year 157 eleven to seventeen-year-olds 
registered for toys. These are often the children who don't get served.  It may 
be difficult to choose gifts for these ages, so gift cards are always a good idea 
(e.g., Marshall’s, TJ Maxx, Hollister).   
 

Please help by bringing your gifts to church on Sunday 12/9 or 12/16.  
Gifts can also be delivered to the church office during office hours. 
Please contact Fr. Wilson or Vanne Owens Hayes if you have any questions. 

Advent: A time of prayer and 

preparation for God’s mission at 

Holy Trinity 
 

The following church ministries are 
called to a time of prayer and 
conversation about the ministry you 
are called to serve. 
 

1. Holy Trinity Ushers – December 
19, 2012 at 6pm, at the church 

2. Lay Readers, Lectors, and Chalice 
Bearers - December 26, 2012 at 
6pm, at the church 
 

Fr. Wilson 
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DECEMBER 2012 
 

Coffee Sip Team Schedule 

 

 

December 2 – Team 7 

Linda Finney* 

Victor & Margaret Crabbe 

Juliette Greenfield 

Jestina Thomas 

Mayata White  

 

December 9 - Team 2 

Walter & Jennie Brown* 

Avril Butcher-Barnes 

Virginia Clark 

Rosemary Gradine 

Elaine Scott 

Rose Williams-Lemieux 

 

December 16 - Team 3   

Linda Finney* 

Victor & Margaret Crabbe 

Juliette Greenfield 

Jestina Thomas 

Mayata White  

 

December 23 – Team 4 

Beverly Johnson* 

Jennifer Bangoura 

Martha Cobb 

Brenda Hill 

Bettye Kortus 

Vanne Owens Hayes 

Maria Reeve  

Ruth White 

 

December 24 – The Men’s Club  

 

December 30 - Team  5 

Eliza Wilson* 

Patricia Allen 

Patricia Ingram 

Julie New-Landrum 

Ruth Payne 

Teresa Randall 
 

*Team Leader calls to remind team members to 

bring coffee sip items. If any above date is in 

conflict with schedules, please make 

arrangements with another team as soon as 

possible. 

Are you missing out on Coffee 

Sip fun? To sign up, please 

contact  Julia New-Landrum at 

(651)645-9693. 

Usher Schedule 

 

December 2 
Gordon Kirk 
Elaine Scott  
Henry Cannon 
 
December 9 
Victor Crabbe  
Juliette Greenfield 
Brenda Hill 
 
December 16 
David Joshua  
Gordon Kirk 
Elaine Scott  
 
December 23 
Henry Cannon 
Victor Crabbe  
Juliette Greenfield 
 
December 24 – Christmas Eve 
Brenda Hill 
David Joshua  
Gordon Kirk 
 
December 30 
Elaine Scott  
Henry Cannon 
Victor Crabbe 

Acolyte Schedule 

 

17
And whatever you do, in word or deed, 

do everything in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him. Colossians 3:17 (ESV) 
 

December 2 
Jared Bryant 
Christopher Tonge 
 
December 9 
Alisha Edwards 
Angelica Tonge 
 
December 16 
Hnede Joshua 
Khadijah Parris 
 
December 23 
Avery New 
Oyeme Thomas 
Katherine Thomas 
 
December 24 
Hnede Joshua 
Stephon Tonge 
 
December 30 
Jared Bryant 
Christopher Tonge 

“There is a destiny that makes us brothers; none goes his way alone; 
All that we send into the lives of others, comes back into our own.” 
 
 
 
 
80 guests were served at Faith Lutheran Church on Monday, November 
12, 2012. Thank you to our wonderful workers:  Linda Garrett, Brenda Hill, 
George & Nella Hunkins, Deacon Diane McGowan, and Greg Payne. 
Thanks also to our partners from St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church, 
directed by Joan & David Ingram.    Sincerely, Brenda Hill 
 
 

“Pennies from Heaven” 

An ongoing event, “Pennies from Heaven,” became part of our church 
support in May.  Remember when we used to collect our loose change 
and put it in a “Piggy Bank,”  mason jar, or coffee can? The Guild will be 
using this method of raising funds to help the church outreach and budget 
concerns. There will be up-to-date reports. Teresa Randall is chairperson.  
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Practicing Our Slogan 
by Scott Gunn on September 30, 2011  
 
“The Episcopal Church welcomes you!” That’s our deal, right? 
We’re welcoming. Or not so much. Now that I’m not serving in 
a parish, I have been visiting lots of Episcopal congregations. 
It’s been illuminating, both in good and in troubling ways.  

I’m not breaking new ground when I say that most congregations simply aren’t welcoming. Sure, the current 
members feel welcome, but that’s because they’re already in the club. If you show up as a new face, there’s 
often a distinct lack of warmth. When I visit congregations, I’m usually not wearing a clerical collar, so I get 
the same welcome that they’d give any guest. It’s usually not much of a welcome at all.  
 
Here’s a recent experience: I arrive 10-15 minutes before the service. As I enter the narthex, I see the usher 
engaged in conversation with a parishioner. The usher is clutching a pile of service leaflets. No problem, I’ll 
just grab one off a table and take myself to a pew. No dice. The only leaflets are held by the talking usher. I 
walk toward him, waiting for him to pause. He glances at me: “Oh, you need a program?” in a not 
particularly friendly tone. “Yes, please. Thank you.” Without a further glance or a word, he shoves a leaflet 
my direction and continues the conversation. Welcome to the Episcopal Church.  
 
In that same church, I make my way to a pew. A few folks cast friendly-ish looks my direction. Good. I pray. 
When it’s time for the service to start, I note that the clergy in procession are not singing. Instead, they are 
smiling and nodding at people they know in the congregation. None of the clergy does the same for me. I 
stand out. Literally. 6′ 6″.  
 
At the end of the service, as the choir are leading the procession out, I see that the preacher is yucking it up 
with the presider and deacon at the Holy Table. I don’t know what’s so funny, but they’re having a good 
time. Meanwhile, we’re theoretically singing a hymn. So not only are the clergy and people of this 
congregation apparently intent on talking only to one another, they can’t be bothered to focus on the 
worship of Almighty God.  
 
After listening to the postlude, I decide it’s time to leave. What do you know? There’s a gaggle of 
parishioners engaged in conversation at the back door. Blocking the door, in fact. I have to excuse myself to 
get past them. No one says a word or gives a glance.  
 
If I were looking for a church, I would write this one off. It’s pretty clear that they’re happy with one another 
and don’t particularly care to greet a guest. It’s not one thing, but a whole cluster of related behaviors that 
suggest Benedictine hospitality has never been taught here. Or even good manners, sadly.  
 
It might seem that I’m making too much of this. But you see, this is one of the most basic things a 
congregation needs to get right, if it wants to grow. It costs nothing, except some time for teaching and 
practice. A few simple changes, and this congregation — and our whole church — could be growing instead 
of declining. There’s more to growth than this, but if we put up so many barriers to entry, how can we 
expect to attract new members?  

Continued on page 7 

http://www.ecfvp.org/posts/author/scott-gunn
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December 2 
First Sunday of Advent 

Janelle Danforth 

Linda Garrett 

OT & Psalm 

NT & Prayers 

December 9 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Peal Hunt-McCain 

Dennis Danforth 

OT & Psalm 

NT & Prayers 

December 16 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Carlotta Cannon 

George Hunkins 

OT & Psalm 

EPIS /Prayers 

December 23 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

YOUTH SUNDAY 
TBD 

TBD 

Chalice 

Maria Reeve 

OT & Psalm 

NT & Prayers 

December 24 
Eve of Nativity 

Harriet Sims 

Linda Garrett 

Chalice 

TBD 

OT & Psalm 

EPIS/Prayers 

December 30 
First Sunday after Christmas 

Mayata White 

Shonia Edwards 

OT & Psalm 

EPIS/Prayers 

Lessons  
Revised Common Lectionary (rcl) 

December 2 – First Sunday of Advent  
Jeremiah 33:14-16 

Psalm 25:1-9 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

Luke 21:25-36 

 

December 9 – Second Sunday of Advent 
Baruch 5:1-9 

Canticle 16 

Philippians 1:3-11 

Luke 3:1-6 

 
December 16 – Third Sunday of Advent 
Zephaniah 3:14-20 

Canticle 9 

Philippians 4:4-7 

Luke 3:7-18 

 

December 23 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Micah 5:2-5a 

Psalm 80:1-7 

Hebrews 10:5-10 

Luke 1:39-45, (46-55) 

 

December 24 – Christmas Eve 
Isaiah 59:15b-21 

Psalm 89:1-29 

Philippians 2:5-11 

Luke 1:67-80 

 

December 30 – First Sunday after Christmas 
Isaiah 61:10-62:3  

Galatians 3:23-25;4:4-7  

John 1:1-18  

Psalm 147 or 147:13-21  

 

December 2012 
Reader & Chalice Bearer Schedule 

Attendance & Contributions for the Month of November: 
Nov 4:    99 in attendance; $2,911.95 in giving; 
Nov 11:  60 in attendance; $3,833.92 in giving;  
Nov 18:  73 in attendance; $2,303.15 in giving; 
Nov 25:  73 in attendance; $1,577.00 in giving; 
Total giving for the month of November:  $10,626.02 
 

According to the Approved Budget for 2012 our target monthly giving is $12,583 ($2,903.85 per week) 

Bible Challenge 2013 

 

At the most recent General Convention this summer, this resolution was passed: “Resolved, the House of 
Bishops concurring, That every Episcopal diocese, cathedral, church and mission shall invite their entire 
membership and people beyond their church to read the entire Bible in 2013 (C083).” With the onset of 
Advent and the beginning of a new liturgical year, we invite your participation in the Bible Challenge! 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv1_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv1_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv1_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv1_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv4_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv4_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv4_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv4_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#GOSPEL
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#PSALM
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“Is any sick among you? Let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, 

anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.” James 5:14 
 

We ask for your continued prayers for the following brothers and sisters: Carol Cuyjet, Marcia Dudley, 

May Engelking, Scot Fairbanks (May’s friend), William Finney, Bryce Lemar Gagnon, Sondra Hickman, 

Percy Hughes, Willette Jackson, Fr. James Jenkins, Genard Lane, Huey Landrum, Betty Maxwell, Alice 

McClure, Deacon Diane McGowan, Claire Miller, Ruth New, Gregory Payne, Nicole Pearlstein, Robert 

Plass (Deacon Diane’s brother), Shirley Raynes, Eric Robbins, Randy Robbins, Janet Simmons, Joseph (Ed) 

Sizer, Harvey Swanson, Johnamae Thompson, Beatrice Tiklo, Fr. Melvin Turner, and Frances Walker. We 

also pray for the members of Epiphany Church (Jean, Carmen, Marcia, Jane, Joanne, and others).  

Lord in your mercy.  Hear us, good Lord. 
 

If you are sick or confined to your home,  

please call the church office or tell someone so we can all pray for you. 

First Advent Season at Holy Trinity…continued from page 1 

 

God’s mission has never been an easy undertaking especially when it is surrounded and complicated by 

extreme and difficult circumstances. I, however, thank God for those of you who are faithfully giving 

your time, talents, and treasures and for the collaborative relationship and leadership in supporting 

God’s mission at Holy Trinity. This is our first Advent Season and Christmas together since we renamed 

the church Holy Trinity. May the coming Christ sustain us in our faith journey together and enable us to 

continue to press forward in our mission. Your faith and great courage have made me to believe that 

winners don’t quit and that quitters don’t win. Church is about spirituality and spiritual relationship 

building; may we keep our eyes on the coming Christ at Holy Trinity and make all who come feel 

welcome and a part of Holy Trinity. 
 

Happy Advent and Christmas!  

Fr. James N. Wilson, II 

Priest-in-Charge 

Flowers on the Altar 

 
1. Sign up on the flower chart in the undercroft for your desired Sunday 
2. Make check payable to “Holy Trinity Altar Guild” for $50.00. Flowers will be 

ordered from Bouquets by Carolyn, and delivered to the church on Saturday.  
3. Place check in envelopes provided with your name and the individual(s) to be 

remembered or honored.  
4. If preferred, you may make arrangements to provide flowers from your own 

garden or a favorite florist of your choosing, and have them delivered to 
church on Saturday.  

 
*After the 11:00 service flowers must be removed from the altar. If you wish you can designate a 
recipient (e.g. a sick/shut-in loved one, etc.). 
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Practicing Our Slogan…continued from page 4 
 
The last two congregations where I served grew dramatically better at greetings guests. I have consulted with other 
congregations about hospitality. Here are five things I encourage:  
 
1. Stop saying “visitors” and start saying “guests.” It’s a constant reminder that our vocation is to welcome people with gracious 
hospitality, not merely to tolerate people to “visit” “our” church. Words matter.  
 
2. Preach about hospitality regularly. When guests arrive, statistics show that the vast majority of them are experiencing a major 
life transition (e.g. new job, new home, death, birth, marriage, divorce). How we treat people, who are often vulnerable, will 
have a tremendous impact — good or bad –on those who come to us. What we do reflects not just on our congregation, but 
upon the whole church. This is a massive responsibility which we must never take lightly.  
 
Preaching about the theology and the practice of hospitality raises the bar, because we realize that our vague promises about 
“seeking and serving Christ in all persons” can begin at coffee hour. We can practice being agents of healing in a broken world 
simply by offering gracious welcome to a stressed-out family. Our goal is not to convince someone to be a member of “our” 
congregation, but rather to offer the peace of Christ in word and deed.  
 
3. Teach Benedict’s rule: “Let all guests who come be received as Christ.” One congregation I know proudly invites guests to sit 
in its best pew. “George Washington sat here, and we would like you to have our best seat.” Sounds a bit like the Gospel: offering 
our best to those who come our way. What if we made it our top priority on Sundays to ensure — above nearly everything else 
— that our first-time guests had a good experience?  
 
In the last parish I served, we put a sign on the outside of the church with Benedict’s words. It was a regular reminder to our 
members and our guests of our high standards. Think about it: let all guests be received as Christ.  
 
4. Invite “mystery worshipers” to attend, and listen to their feedback. I like to invite friends, who do not attend the 
congregation (or perhaps any congregation), to come on a Sunday. Then after they get home, I pepper them with questions. “Did  
the greeters welcome you at the door?” “What did you think of the service, and were you able to follow along with our service 
leaflet?” “Did anyone invite you to coffee hour?” And here’s the big one, the acid test: “Did anyone talk with you at coffee hour?” 
Then I pass this feedback along to relevant folks.  
 
If we get a good report, we celebrate our success at hospitality. If the report is problematic, we talk about how to improve. Rinse 
and repeat. After a while, every guest has a consistent experience, and the congregation begins to understand that welcoming is 
the vocation of everyone, not just of a few. It becomes a joy, and we start to live up to our Episcopal slogan.  
 
5. Get key leaders to be guests in another congregation. One of the first things I recommend, especially if people believe their 
congregation is “very friendly” is encourage folks to attend a church to which they’ve never been. No cheating. In one 
congregation, this was homework for a task group aimed at improving our welcome.  
 
When people got back, they said things like this:  

 I wasn’t sure where to park.  

 After a parked, I didn’t know which door to go in.  

 I couldn’t find the bathroom.  

 Their liturgy wasn’t the same as what was in the bulletin.  

 I went to coffee hour, and not a single person spoke with me.  

Then I asked, “Do you think there are similarities with how a guest might experience us?” Glimmer of recognition. Suddenly the 
task force wanted to work on signage. They worked to establish a coffee hour host whose only task was to ensure that any guests 
were seated at a table and welcomed at coffee hour. And so it went. Seeing another congregation through guests’ eyes helped 
them to see our congregation through guests’ eyes.  
 
My point is that currently, our slogan ought to be: “The Episcopal Church welcomes you, if you look about like us and come here 
often.” But we can and must change that. It’s not just that the survival of our institution depends on it. Our vocation as 
Christians, called to share the love of God and to serve Christ in all persons, demands it.  
 

(This blog post was first published on September 26, 2011 on Scott's blog "Seven Whole Days.") 

http://www.sevenwholedays.org/2011/09/25/practicing-our-slogan/#more-4482
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LOVING OUR CHILDREN! 

By Vanne Owens Hayes 

 

We love children! Their future is our legacy!  We want children to be healthy, strong, and successful! 

 
In a study by The Annie B. Casey Foundation it was 
stated that “Common sense tells us that children do 
better when their families are strong and that families 
are better when they live in communities that help 
them succeed.” At the November vestry meeting, it was 
agreed that Holy Trinity ‘adopt’ Maxfield Elementary 
School as part of our community outreach initiative:  
 

That Holy Trinity Episcopal Church ‘adopt’ Maxfield 
School in Saint Paul and a school of their choosing 
in Minneapolis.  The purpose of ‘adoption’ is to 
provide outreach to the children that attend these 
schools and their families by charitable giving [e.g. 
Christmas, beginning of school, over summer), 
mentor support (e.g. tutoring) and other possible 
areas identified in discussions with the principals 
at each school. This would be a year-round 
commitment. 

 
It is our hope to begin a long-term supportive 
relationship. We have an incredible opportunity to 
make a difference in the lives of children by contributing 
our time, talent, and treasure.   
 

In our congregation we have so many people with the 
gifts of knowledge, experience, teaching, and faith that 
can be shared with youth and families.  We also have an 
opportunity to fulfill our Christian mission and help 
young people maximize their academic performance, 
develop healthy social relationships, and build a strong 
foundation for a promising future. 
 
As part of this initiative, we will be collecting Christmas 
gifts to provide to students served by the Cultural 
Wellness Center at Maxfield.  Last year 157 eleven to 
seventeen-year-olds registered for toys. These are often 
the children who don't get served.  It may be difficult to 
choose gifts for these ages, so gift cards are always a 
good idea (e.g., Marshall’s, TJ Maxx, Hollister).  Please 
help by bringing your gifts to church on Sunday or to 
the church office during office hours, no later than 
December 16, 2012.  Please contact Fr. Wilson or Vanne 
Owens Hayes if you have any questions." 
 
As entrepreneur Randy Pinkett said ‘we have a 
responsibility to be good ancestors’. 

 The season of giving  
This holiday season, we thank everyone who has supported Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 
this past year with their time, talent and financial contributions and look forward to 
support from all of our members in the year ahead. If you need a convenient way to make 
regular offerings or if you plan to make an additional gift before the end of the year, we 
encourage you to check out our electronic giving options. As the pace of life speeds up, 
especially around the holidays, you may find electronic giving a most welcome way to make 
contributions. Visit www.spstepiscopal.wordpress.com or contact the church office at 
(651)228-0930 for more information. 

 

Holy Trinity Youth Ministry T-Shirts are available now! Get one before they are gone. 

$10 for youth, $12 for adult supporters. 
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Holy Trinity Episcopal Church T-Shirts! Order Form 

How many? 
Children sizes $10 each  small  medium       large  X-Large 
Adult sizes $12 each  small  medium       large  X-Large 
Extended sizes $15 each  2X  3X  
 
Total amount due  $____________  Checks payable to Holy Trinity Episcopal Church  
                                                                 (please indicate “T-shirts” in the memo section)  
 

Name        Telephone      

Address       City, State, Zip      

Email             
     
 

 

Just in time for Christmas…The Finance Committee is selling  
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church T-Shirts! Get yours today!  Shirts can be purchased 

during Coffee Sip hour after service on Sundays in the Undercroft, or you can arrange to pick 
shirts up at the church office by calling or emailing in advance to specify quantity and sizes 
desired (651-228-0930 or holytrinityepiscopal@q.com), or complete the form below and send it 
to the church office at: 501 Dale Street North, Suite 201 
St. Paul, MN 55103-1914 
 
*If you live out of state and would like to purchase T-shirts, please contact the church office and indicate the number of 
shirts you would like and provide your mailing address so that we can calculate mailing costs.    

Open Letter to Our Fellow Parishioners Who Have Been Absent From Our Church Family: 
 

Although we have not been graced with your presence, we keep you in our thoughts and prayers. We miss you, and it warms 

our heart whenever we are able to commune with you. We realize that your absence may be due to any number of reasons; and 

these may include distance, inconveniences related to our temporary home, perceived lack of clarity about our new direction, or 

other circumstances that are beyond your control. 
  

In recent years we have resolved many issues related to the merger of our two churches, and in June 2012 we officially came 

together under one unifying name -- Holy Trinity Episcopal Church. Through this ongoing process we have learned much, and 

we are actively putting those lessons into practice. To that end we are continuing some of our longstanding programs such as 

Absalom Jones Day, Mothers’ Day Luncheon, International Sunday and Homecoming. There are also several new features that 

include Health Ministry & programs, Fathers’ Day Luncheon, Youth Initiative, Tax Day Raffle and more. These efforts reflect 

our commitment to the spiritual needs of our church as we look toward the future.  
 

You have an open invitation to join us at any time to learn about our progress and greet old and new friends. During our 2013 

Stewardship campaign, which started in October and will run through December 30, 2012, we extend a special invitation to 

you to join us to share in our worship service and as we explore the many facets of stewardship. Upcoming special events 

include the Men & Boys’ Corporate Communion on December 2 at 11:00 a.m., a special Lessons & Carols service on 

December 9 at 4:00 p.m., and our traditional Christmas Eve service, on December 24 at 5:00 p.m. If you are unable to attend 

but would like to make a donation in support of our efforts, please contact our Parish Administrative Assistant, Nicole Benson, 

at (651)228-0930 or visit our website at www.spstepiscopal.wordpress.com (just click on the heart). 
 

We still think of you as part of our church family, and sincerely hope that you will consider worshiping with us once again.  
 

Sincerely,  

The Stewardship Committee  

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church  

mailto:holytrinityepiscopal@q.com
http://(651)228-0930/
http://www.spstepiscopal.wordpress.com/
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This ‘N That 

 Christmas…The gift of love, of peace and happiness. A day that holds all time together.  

 Christmas is the light, the reflection of Christmas is in the eyes of a child.  

 We learn WISDOM from failure. 

 Goodness is the only investment that NEVER FAILS. 

 Key to success: confidence…Key to self-confidence: PREPARATION 

 Confidence is the HINGE on the door to SUCCESS. 

 Patience in one moment of anger can prevent a hundred days of sorrow.  

 It is better to look ahead and prepare… than to look back with regret! 

 Be determined to handle any challenge in a way that will make you grow. 

 If you focus on results, you will never change. If you focus on CHANGE, you get RESULTS. 

 CURIOSITY has its own reason for existing. 

 Never deprive someone of HOPE. It may be ALL they have.  

 Make stepping stones out of stumbling blocks.  

 CHARACTER is spelled ACTIONS 
 LOOKS 
 WORDS 
 STEPS 

 It is during our darkest moments that we must focus to see the LIGHT. 

 Great minds rise above misfortune. 

 Happiness is not a state of mind, but a manner of traveling. 

 Compassion and tolerance are a sign of strength. 

 What happens is not as important as HOW you react to WHAT happens. 

 The quality of one’s life is what is important, not the longevity. 

 HOPE, like the sun, casts the shadow of our burdens behind us. 

 Wisdom is the best GUIDE and FAITH is the best companion. 

 In a GENTLE way, you can shake the world.  

 The more you talk, the less people remember. 
 
Submitted by Carlotta Cannon 
 

The Guild of the Black Madonna, with the assistance of donations from the parishioners, packed 
twenty-one full, colorful bags of groceries for the Thanksgiving Holiday weekend.  Food items included 
cereal, cake mix and frosting, corn bread mix, cranberry sauce, corn, chicken broth, drink mix and 
sugar, green beans, gravy, jello, jelly, mashed potatoes, sweet potatoes, rice or pasta, and stuffing. 
Also, each family was given a $20.00 gift certificate for grocery shopping.  
 
Those who helped pack and deliver these bags were Julia New-Landrum, President; Carlotta Cannon, 
Vice President; Linda Garrett, Treasurer; Virginia Clark, Paula Mitchell, Lou Walker-Thompson, George 
Thompson, and special assist from Fr. Wilson and Aliyah Jones. 
 
Thank you, everyone that helped make this Thanksgiving a Blessing. 
 
– Carlotta Cannon 
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Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 
501 North Dale Street, Suite 201 
Saint Paul, MN 55103-1914 

OUR MISSION 

To spread the word of God to all God’s people through faith formation, outreach, 

and the development of youth and adult programs. 
 

HOURS 

Worship Service & Sunday school: Sunday, 11:00 a.m. 

Church Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

Office Closed on Mondays 

Email: holytrinityepiscopal@q.com 

 

 

 

 

www.spstepiscopal.wordpress.com 
 

Visit the Episcopal Church web site at: www.episcopalmn.org 

The Episcopal Church welcomes you. 

OFFICERS 

Senior Warden: Vanne Owens Hayes 

Junior Warden: Dennis Danforth 

Treasurer: Brenda Hill 

Clerk: Avril Butcher-Barnes  

Envelope Clerk: Ruth White 

STAFF 

The Rev. Dr. James N. Wilson, II, Priest in Charge 

Nicole Benson, Administrative Assistant 

Michael Vasich, Music Director 

Janelle Danforth, Volunteer Graphic Designer 

http://us.mc1614.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=holytrinityepiscopal@q.com
http://spstepiscopal.wordpress.com/
http://www.episcopalmn.org/

